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FUTURE
FOOD POLICY

G

rowing, higher income and more urbanised populations continue to demand
a more varied and nutritionally balanced diet. The bio-economy, including
renewable energy, also increases demand for food and agricultural products.
While responding to these opportunities, the agriculture and food sector is
confronting increased competition for natural resources, has to adapt to changing
temperatures, precipitation patterns, and more frequent extreme weather events,
and is expected to improve its impact on the environment and to provide ecosystem
services. The sector in many countries is also expected to contribute to climate change
mitigation while improving global food security. There are multiple challenges in improving the well-being of farm households, especially of smallholders and women,
while facilitating structural change. A range of health-related issues is coming to the
fore, among them animal disease risks, antimicrobial resistance and human health
and nutrition.

Policies need to begin to move
away from measures that limit
the freedom of farm households
to make their own production
decisions, and towards strategic
public investments in support
of productive, sustainable and
resilient farm businesses and
healthy rural communities.
Ken ASH,
OECD Director for Trade
and Agriculture

OECD work to date demonstrates that while policies
for food and agriculture have begun to change,
international and domestic policy settings are not
sufficiently aligned with these emerging needs. There
is now widespread recognition of a growing urgency
for integrated policy approaches that will better enable farmers and the food sector to simultaneously
improve productivity, increase competitiveness and
profitability, improve resilience, access markets at
home and abroad, manage natural resources more
sustainably, address climate change issues, contribute
to global food security, and deal with extreme market
volatility.*
The OECD’s work on food, agriculture and fisheries
is placing a high priority on informing government
policy decisions that would support a shift away from
production linked and trade distorting measures to
strategic public investments to build a productive,
sustainable and resilient global food system.

*Adapted from the Declaration on Better Policies to Achieve a Productive, Sustainable and Resilient Global Food System, 7-8 April 2016
Meeting of the OECD Committee for Agriculture at Ministerial Level (signed by all 47 participating countries and the EC).
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POLICY TRENDS AND PERFORMANCE

The OECD’s annual agriculture policy measurement, monitoring
and evaluation exercise covers over 50 countries, which together account for 88% of global value added in agriculture. Most
recent additions to the country coverage include Indonesia, Viet
Nam, Colombia, Costa Rica, and the Philippines, and work is
underway on India. This annual exercise produces comparable,
up-to-date policy indicators and tailored policy advice, and is
published each year in the OECD Agricultural Policy Monitoring
and Evaluation report, complemented by individual country
chapters on agricultural policy developments.
Following a similar approach, measurement and monitoring of
fisheries policy is now expanding beyond OECD membership
to include major fishing countries, including some that are
involved in negotiating fisheries subsidies disciplines at the
World Trade Organization (WTO). A biannual overview of the
fisheries and aquaculture sectors of OECD and selected partner
economies highlights fishing fleet characteristics, employment, government support, total allowable catches, landings,
aquaculture, recreational fisheries, and trade.
Continual efforts are made to ensure that OECD methodologies
appropriately consider new policy developments, including in
countries at different levels of development, and that data are
disseminated and accessible through interactive online tools
such as “compare your country”. The OECD is also spearheading a broad-based consortium of international organisations
which aims to harmonise indicators of agricultural support
and protection to enable global benchmarking and analysis.
This consortium includes the OECD, International Food Policy
Research Institute (IFPRI), the World Bank Group (WBG), the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO),
and the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB).
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Over the period 2013-15, the
50 countries included in the
annual OECD review provided
USD 585 billion (EUR 469 billion),
on average, in annual support to
their farmers.

LIBRARY
Quick read
• Agricultural Policies at a Glance
In-depth
• Agricultural Policy Monitoring and Evaluation 2017
• PSE Database and Compare Your Country
•R
 eview of Agricultural Policies for Colombia,
Viet Nam, Switzerland, Kazakhstan, Indonesia,
Philippines and Costa Rica
• E valuation of Agricultural Policy Reforms in the
European Union: CAP 2014-20
• F ertiliser and Biofuel Policies in the Global
Agricultural Supply Chain
•O
 ECD Review of Fisheries 2017
• F SE Database
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MARKET OUTLOOK

World agricultural markets are currently very different from
what they were even a decade ago. International prices of crop
and livestock products have fallen back from exceptionally high
levels, and demand growth is slowing down as consumption
of many products is close to saturation point in large parts of
the world.
The OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook is an annual flagship publication that assesses the medium-term prospects of global
agriculture, providing policymakers and market analysts with
a ten-year outlook for global commodity markets. It provides
supply, demand, trade and price estimates of major agricultural commodities for 41 countries and 12 geographical regions.
Recognising that the biggest market changes will occur in
developing countries over the next ten years, special features
focus on major players in world markets. In recent years these
have included Brazil, China, India, Sub-Saharan Africa and
Southeast Asia, and in 2018 will focus on the Middle East and
North Africa.
The OECD also contributes to short-term market analysis
through active participation in the FAO-led Agricultural Market Information System (AMIS). AMIS was established at the
request of the G20 in 2011, improving the quality, timeliness
and transparency of information about the short-term market
and outlook situation for key food commodities. It also serves
as a platform for improved policy dialogue and co-ordination
among participating countries in the event of an actual or
impending crisis caused by high or volatile prices.
Motivated by governments’ needs to develop robust and flexible policy strategies to deal with future risks and uncertainties,
the OECD is also refining its scenario analysis work through
medium and long-term “alternative futures” exercises.

Agricultural commodity prices
are expected to remain lower
over the coming decade than the
previous one, as the growth in
demand for many commodities
slows down. However, future
supply shocks – not least due to
climate change – could lead to
price volatility.

LIBRARY
Quick read
•B
 uilding Robust Food Systems for an
Unpredictable Future
• Agricultural Markets and Prices: Towards 2025
•O
 ECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2017

In-depth
•O
 ECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2017, special
feature on Southeast Asia
•O
 ECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook chapters on SubSaharan Africa (2016), Brazil (2015), India (2014),
and China (2013)
•O
 utlook Database and Compare Commodities by
Country
• Agricultural Market Information System (AMIS)
• Alternative Futures for Global Food and
Agriculture
•P
 rice Volatility in Food and Agricultural Markets:
Policy Responses
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TRADE POLICY

Many current food and agricultural
policies are ineffective in increasing
global production and improving
global food security, while hindering
trade opportunities for competitive
farmers around the world.

OECD’s annual measurement and monitoring of domestic and
trade policy developments, and analysis of the medium-term
outlook for markets, together provide context for the discussion of international trade policy issues in food and agriculture,
including comparable “benchmarking” indicators of protection.
OECD work provides a solid evidence base in support of domestic reforms that are non-production and non-trade distorting
and would permit beneficial market opening, while at the
same time enabling legitimate domestic policy goals to be
achieved.
Particular attention is being paid to the role of domestic production, regional stocks, and trade in achieving food security,
with methods tailored to the situation in individual countries,
in particular in Southeast Asia. The OECD has also examined
export restrictions in depth, with a view to proposing less
damaging, alternative policy approaches to mitigate the impact of price peaks on consumers. Agricultural-specific aspects
of international regulatory cooperation, trade facilitation and
global value chains are also being explored.
Efforts towards negotiating a multilateral trade agreement on
fisheries subsidies at the WTO have taken on new impetus.
The OECD is supporting this process by improving the evidence
base, including not only increased reporting on policies in
the Fisheries Support Estimate (FSE) database, but also work
to better understand the impacts of support to fisheries on
overfishing and overcapacity, the two overarching concerns of
global action on fisheries subsidies.
OECD’s Codes and Schemes for International Trade continue to
facilitate trade in seeds, tractors and fruits and vegetables and
have a widening membership beyond the OECD.
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LIBRARY
Quick read
•R
 eaping the Benefits of Trade for Growth and
Competitiveness in Farm and Food Systems
In-depth
•H
 ow policies shape global food and agriculture
value chains
• A method for estimating global trade in value
added within agriculture and food value chains
• E volving Agricultural Policies and Markets :
Implications for Multilateral Trade Reform
• Issues in Agricultural Trade Policy
•R
 egional Trade Agreements and Agriculture
• Trade Dimensions of Food Security
• Agricultural Specific Trade Facilitation Indicators
• The Impact of RTAs on Trade in Agricultural
Products
• S upport to Fisheries: Levels and Impacts
•O
 ECD Multilingual Dictionary of Fish and Fish
Products
• F SE Database
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POVERTY, DEVELOPMENT, FOOD SECURITY

Food security is a complex, multidimensional problem related
to food availability, access to affordable food, the effective
use by people of the food that they consume, and the stability
of these elements over time. While much progress has been
made in addressing food security across the globe – between
1992-94 and 2014-16, the prevalence of undernourishment fell
significantly, from 23% to 13%, according to FAO statistics –
around 815 million people still remain food insecure, the
majority of whom are concentrated in South Asia and Africa.
Fundamentally, most food insecurity is a result of poverty, and
requires measures that generate better incomes for the poor.
To achieve this, infrastructure policies, rural development,
agriculture and wider economic policy are all important. To
translate any improvement in incomes into improved nutrition,
policies in health, education and social protection are also
needed.
Placing the issue of food security in the broader context of
development and poverty reduction, the OECD’s work emphasises multi-faceted approaches that go beyond just food
production. The organisation has carried out in-depth analysis
to better understand the appropriate balance between domestic production, food reserves, and trade in achieving food
security in countries at different levels of development, and
with different resource endowments. Looking at the specific
case of Indonesia and Southeast Asia, the OECD has explored
the effectiveness of different policy measures in dealing with
transitory threats to food security. At the same time, the OECD
is also investigating social safety nets to mitigate household
level food insecurity and private storage as alternatives to the
buffer stocks mechanisms which governments sometimes use
in pursuit of food security.

Price support measures for
food staples do not improve
any dimension of food security,
including stability; instead they
worsen the situation.

LIBRARY
Quick read
•G
 etting the Policy Mix Right for Global Food
Security and Nutrition
In-depth
• Agricultural Policies for Poverty Reduction:
A Synthesis
•B
 uilding Food Security and Managing Risk in
Southeast Asia
•G
 lobal Food Security: Challenges for the Food and
Agricultural System
•M
 anaging Food Insecurity Risk: Analytical
Framework and Application to Indonesia
• Alternative Policies to Buffer Stocks for Food
Security
• The Implications of Agricultural Trade and Market
Developments for Food Security
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OECD MEETING OF

AGRICULTURE MINISTERS

7-8 April 2016, Paris
The global food system must be supported by policies that not only meet increased demand for a wider range of food
from a growing population, but that also
enhance countries’ abilities to mitigate
and adapt to climate change, foster economic growth and ensure the sustainable
management of natural resources.
In April 2016, the OECD convened a Meeting of Agriculture Ministers to discuss the
opportunities and the challenges facing
global agriculture and food systems
today. The ministerial was attended by 48
countries, and included participation by
Ministers and Vice Ministers from OECD
members and partner economies, as

well as representatives of international
organisations active in food and agriculture. Participants discussed policies
that could best achieve a productive,
sustainable and resilient global food
system, emphasising increased resilience
and investment in innovation achieved
through international co-operation and
collective action.
At the end of the meeting, all participating countries and the European Union
adopted a Declaration on Better Policies
to Achieve a Productive, Sustainable
and Resilient Global Food System. The
Declaration underlines the widely shared
goals for the food and agriculture sector,

affirms policy principles to achieve these
goals, and sets out areas for urgent attention by governments, with support from
the OECD. The outcomes of the Ministerial
also support and advance the aims of the
COP21 agenda, Paris Agreement and the
Sustainable Development Goals.
Notwithstanding the many challenges
faced by modern food production worldwide, the outcomes of the ministerial
meeting positively reflect the ambition of
participants to achieve twenty-first century agricultural policy, and to embrace
the opportunities that reform to the
sector will bring.

It is time to capitalise on the momentum
of recent events, among them the
WTO’s 10th Ministerial Conference, the
Paris Agreement on Climate Change
and the new Sustainable Development
Goals. The OECD has a long history of
accompanying governments in their
efforts to improve agricultural and food
policies; we will continue to do so in the
years to come.
Angel GURRÍA
Secretary General of the OECD
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> Watch the video “The Future of Agriculture”
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I NNOVATION FOR SUSTAINABLE
PRODUCTIVITY GROWTH
Returns to investment in agricultural
research and development are very
high in the long term: between 20%
and 80%, according to some sources.
But many countries are spending
less now on public research than in
the 1990s.

The OECD has developed a comprehensive multi-dimensional
framework, in collaboration with the G20, to evaluate the extent
to which broad policy settings – and innovation systems in particular – are conducive to sustainable productivity growth. So far, this
framework has been applied to eight countries, and is currently
being applied to others. It aims to develop policy recommendations that help governments ensure consistency in the overall
policy settings, strengthening innovation systems and enhancing
the sustainability of the agriculture and food sector.
OECD analysis suggests that for sustainable productivity growth to
be achieved, policy signals throughout the economy need to point
in the same direction. In recent decades, productivity improvements have driven considerable growth in agricultural production,
enabling farmers to produce affordable food, feed, fuel and fibre
for a rapidly-growing global population. Higher productivity has
also raised farm household incomes, improved competitiveness,
and contributed to national growth. Sustainability performance
has already been improving in OECD countries with the observed
increase in Total Factor Productivity achieved with lower environmental impact.. But future sustainable productivity growth
in agriculture depends on the capacity of agricultural innovation
systems to provide farmers with advancements that address
an increasingly diverse and complex range of needs, including
improved farm productivity and environmental performance, in
addition to better responses to climate change.

LIBRARY
Quick read
• Adapting Innovation Systems to New Challenges
• S ustainable Productivity Growth in Agriculture:
Trends and Policy Performance
In-depth
• Agricultural Innovation Systems: A Framework for
Analysing the Role of the Government
• Innovation, Agricultural Productivity and
Sustainability in the United States, Turkey,
Australia, Brazil, Canada, and the Netherlands
• Public-private partnerships for agricultural
innovation: Lessons from recent experiences
• The Benefits from Agricultural Research and
Development, Innovation, and Productivity Growth
• Evaluating dynamics, sources and drivers of
productivity growth at the farm level
• Farm management practices to foster green
growth
• Fostering Green Growth in Agriculture: The Role
of Training, Advisory Services and Extension
Initiatives
• Green Growth Indicators for Agriculture:
A Preliminary Assessmente
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 NVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE
E
AND NATURAL RESOURCES
Some of the most important food-producing
regions in the world are experiencing water
stress. The situation could become critical
unless over-use is stopped and climate
change contained.

Agriculture is both a significant emitter of greenhouse gas and
one of the sectors expected to be most damaged by climate
change. The OECD’s work on climate change in agriculture quantifies the possible scale of impacts, identifying an urgent need
for strong policy action to spur both adaptation and mitigation
efforts beyond what farmers would otherwise undertake by
themselves. It underlines the need for integrated, coherent,
and consistent policy frameworks which remove perverse and
conflicting policy signals. Ongoing efforts seek to identify policy
solutions to enable sustainable productivity growth and climate
change adaptation and mitigation and to address associated
trade-offs. The OECD Agri-Environmental Indicators are updated
on a regular basis and support in-depth country analysis.
Agriculture is also a major, often dominant, user of water. It
faces increased competition for scarce water resources from
urban and industrial uses, as well as stresses related to climate
change. Water quality issues, including pollution, also need to be
resolved. The OECD focuses analytical efforts on increasing the
efficiency of water use in agriculture, reducing the sector’s impact
on freshwater, and strengthening its resilience to water-related
risks. Ongoing work identifies important agriculture-producing
regions in the world that are already experiencing (or likely to
experience) water stress at a level that will affect production
capacity – “water risk hotspots” – and proposes policy solutions.
The OECD has also developed a number of recommendations to
help policy makers optimise the provision of agriculture “public
goods” and minimise “public bads”, and to better conserve and
sustainably use natural resources, including fisheries. The analysis shows, for instance, that market-based approaches, clear
objectives, and rigorous policy design processes can lead to more
profits for fishers and better sustainability for our shared ocean
resources.
Complementing this work, the OECD Co-operative Research
Programme supports the development of scientific information
to feed into future policy decisions related to the sustainable use
of natural resources, in the areas of food, agriculture, forests and
fisheries.

LIBRARY
Quick read
• Agriculture and Climate Change: Towards Sustainable,
Climate-friendly and Productive Systems
•A
 griculture and Water
• C onfronting future water risks for agriculture:
a hotspot approach
• Improving Energy Efficiency in the Agro-food Chain
In-depth
• Water Risk Hotspots for Agriculture
•M
 itigating Droughts and Floods in Agriculture: Policy
Lessons and Approaches
•D
 rying Wells, Rising Stakes: Towards Sustainable
Agricultural Groundwater Use
• Adapting Agriculture to Climate Change
• Alternative Payment Approaches for Biodiversity
Conservation in Agriculture
• Public Goods and Externalities: Agri-environmental Policy
Measures in Selected OECD Countries
• Voluntary environmental and organic standards in
agriculture: Policy Implications
• C limate Change, Water and Agriculture: Towards
Resilient Systems
• Improving Energy Efficiency in the Agro-food Chain
• Agri-environmental Indicators
• S upport to Fisheries: Levels and Impacts
•O
 ECD Handbook for Fisheries Managers
•O
 vercoming barriers to the adoption of climate-friendly
practices in agriculture
• F ostering Green Growth in Agriculture: The Role of
Training, Advisory Services and Extension Initiatives
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RISK MANAGEMENT

High priority needs to be given to risk
management policies to enhance
both individual and sector-wide
resilience, with an appropriate
balance between private, market
and public actions.
Agriculture is a risky business. It is particularly vulnerable to
a large variety of risks such as those related to climate, pests,
diseases, commodity prices, restricted access to markets and
agricultural inputs. Although the manifestation and scale of the
impact of climate change varies around the world, it is exacerbating the frequency of extreme events and the uncertainties
that affect agricultural production locally as well as the global
food system. All these risks negatively affect the economic returns of agriculture, farmers’ livelihoods and the sustainability
of food production, and may impede the capacity of the sector
to invest and innovate.
Managing agricultural risks is a main responsibility of farmers,
but there is a role for governments to provide public goods and
an encouraging regulatory and business environment, as well
as to assist in the case of overwhelming agricultural disasters.
Work at the OECD on agricultural risk management proposes
careful delineation between risks that can and should be borne
by farmers, those for which market-based instruments can be
developed, and those where governments have a clear role to
play in coping with unavoidable catastrophic risks. Drawn from
in-depth analysis of risk management systems in a number of
countries, the organisation has sought to ascertain the extent
to which these general policy principles are followed, and to
define best practices. Analysis has also focused on specific
dimensions of risk management facing smallholders in emerging economies, including the impacts of different risk management instruments under a number of possible climate change
scenarios. Recent efforts have focused on risk management in
relation to livestock diseases, in order to identify appropriate
policies to enhance prevention of diseases and responses to
outbreaks.
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LIBRARY
Quick read
• Agricultural Risk Management: A Holistic
Approach
In-depth
•M
 anaging Risk in Agriculture: Policy Assessment
and Design
•P
 roducer Incentives in Livestock Disease
Management
•R
 isk Management of Outbreaks of Livestock
Diseases
• S mallholder Risk Management in Developing
Countries
•M
 anaging Food Insecurity Risk: Analytical
Framework and Application to Indonesia
•R
 isk Management in Agriculture in Australia,
Canada, the Netherlands, New Zealand
and Spain
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 PRODUCTIVE, SUSTAINABLE
A
AND RESILIENT FOOD CHAIN

Policy issues related to food and agriculture extend beyond
the farm gate. Work at the OECD explores how the food chain
can deliver on a complex challenge: to supply consumers with
healthy, nutritious and affordable food, while providing livelihoods to farmers and respecting the natural environment.
With high and increasing rates of obesity worldwide, the link
between food, nutrition, and health has become a key concern
for policymakers. Ongoing work at the OECD explores the tools
available to policy makers to stimulate healthier diets, in collaboration with the OECD’s Health Committee.
A productive food chain requires investments by policymakers
in creating an enabling environment, particularly in developing
and emerging countries. Such investments are the best means
to improve incomes and to assist the integration of smallholders into domestic and international markets, including through
global value chains. A productive food chain also requires
competition along the food chain. Transparency and food price
formation have been studied by the OECD, while ongoing work
explores market concentration in the food chain.
There are growing concerns that the use of antimicrobials in
livestock production may impact public health and the food
economy. Inter-disciplinary work at the OECD brings veterinarians and health professionals together with economists and
policymakers to understand these connections, and to analyse
the trade-offs involved.
Understanding trends in food and agriculture requires understanding consumer decisions. The OECD Food Chain Analysis
Network brings together academics and policy researchers to
explore consumer behaviour by sharing methods and insights,
thus strengthening the OECD’s own analytical work on food
chain topics.

Food is lost or wasted throughout
the entire food chain from farms
to households. Reducing it would
increase food chain efficiency,
improve food security, and reduce
pressure on the environment.

LIBRARY
Quick read
• S trengthening How Agricultural and Food Markets
Function
•U
 se of Antimicrobials in Livestock Production
• F arm structures: Managing Transitions and
Improving Livelihoods

In-depth
• Antimicrobial Resistance: The Use of
Antimicrobials in the Livestock Sector
• The Economic Costs of Withdrawing Antimicrobial
Growth Promoters from the Livestock Sector
• F ood Chain Analysis Network
• F ood Price Formation
• S trategies for Addressing Smallholder Agriculture
and Facilitating Structural Transformation
•M
 easuring Competitiveness of Agro-Food
Industries
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T
 HE OECD COMMITTEES
FOR AGRICULTURE AND
FISHERIES

T

he OECD Committee for Agriculture (COAG) was
established in 1961 as one of the OECD’s founding
policy committees, and oversees OECD work on
agriculture and food policy. It provides the evidence
base and analysis to support governments in improving
policy performance and creating an enabling environment
for the sector to thrive. OECD Agriculture Ministers and invited delegations met most recently in April 2016 to discuss
the opportunities and challenges facing global agriculture
and food systems. All participants (47 countries and the
European Union) adopted a Declaration that underlines the
widely shared goals for the food and agriculture sector,
affirms policy principles to achieve these goals, and sets
out areas for urgent attention by governments.
The OECD Fisheries Committee (COFI) was also established
in 1961, and continues to provide timely, evidence-based
policy analysis of pressing global issues in fisheries,
aquaculture, and sustainable fisheries management. Its
long-term strategy aims to achieve sustainable fisheries
and aquaculture while providing quality food.

New Partnerships
Since 2010, OECD membership has grown from 30 to 35, and
a further three countries are currently undergoing active
accession processes (Colombia, Costa Rica, and Lithuania).
The OECD has been forging close ties with key partner countries (Brazil, India, Indonesia, the People’s Republic of China,
South Africa), and the major economies of South East Asia;
stronger links are also being created with Latin America, the
Middle East-North Africa, and Sub-Saharan Africa.
Mirroring these developments, the COAG has become
increasingly more global in its efforts. G20 members are
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systematically invited to dedicated Committee sessions and
to the Global Forum on Agriculture, where food and agriculture issues of global significance are discussed. Argentina,
Brazil, South Africa and Romania are full participants in the
Committee’s work, and the Committee has collaborated
closely with successive G20 presidencies. Close links are being developed bilaterally with the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) Secretariat and its member states
and with the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC),
with a focus on food security issues. In recent years, the
Secretariat has hosted visiting experts from Brazil, China, India and South Africa. The COFI is also expanding its coverage
of fisheries support, and now includes major fishing powers
like China and Indonesia in analytical efforts.
Partnerships and collaboration with other international
organisations are crucial to the work of both Committees.
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United
Nations is a key partner institution, co-producing the annual
long-established medium-term OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook. OECD partners with an ever-growing range of other
international organisations including the World Bank Group,
the International Fund for Agricultural Development, the
United Nations World Food Program, the International Food
Policy Research Institute, and regional development banks.
It supports the World Trade Organization by promoting domestic policy reforms that are non-production and non-trade
distorting, and by providing data and analysis relevant to
ongoing multilateral trade negotiations. Multi-disciplinary
work on human and animal health issues is being carried
out in collaboration with the World Health Organization
and the World Organisation for Animal Health. The COFI’s
work on Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing
is carried out in partnership with the FAO and the UN Office
on Drugs and Crime as well as the active participation of

INTERPOL, the World Customs Organisation and regional
fisheries management organisations such as the General
Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean.

New Methods and Approaches
Recent years have seen not just widening geographical
reach, but also new work methods, inter-disciplinary approaches, and a focus on issues beyond the farm gate and
throughout the food chain, including the need to achieve
sustainable productivity growth. As the complexity of the
international landscape continues to evolve, the Committees are re-doubling efforts to incorporate knowledge and
insights from other relevant policy areas and disciplines.
As a consequence, while maintaining their valued comparable cross-country analysis, policy advice in the areas of
agriculture, food and fisheries has become more concrete
and operational and increasingly tailored to the needs and
circumstances of individual countries.
Both Committees continue to contribute to OECD’s New
Approaches to Economic Challenges (NAEC) initiative.
Agriculture and food policy advice is increasingly placed
within broad, integrated policy frameworks that recognise
that the challenges facing the sector are economy-wide. To
contribute to the development of a thriving, competitive
sector that can deliver sustainable productivity growth and
a resilient food sector, the Committees will continue making
efforts to define an alternative, positive reform agenda that
would enable countries to realise their domestic objectives
without unintended international spill-overs.
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TRADE AND AGRICULTURE DIRECTORATE

Organisation for Economic Co-Operation
and Development (OECD)

2 rue André Pascal, 75116 Paris - France

www.oecd.org/agriculture

tad.contact@oecd.org

https://twitter.com/OECDagriculture
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